
















































































PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Mauni

October 25, 2005

CHAIR TAVARES: Okay. Thank you for that. I hadn’t heard of it yet.
MS. ROSS: Oh, we’re going to have to invite you.

CHAIR TAVARES: Yes. Thank you. Any questions for Lou? The others. All right, thank you
very much, Lou. Our last applicant is Frank Sylva. Is Frank here? There he is. This is
not the Liquor guy. It’s another Frank.

MR. SYLVA: No, I the good guy.
COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Spelled different too.
... (laughter) . . .

MR. SYLVA: Aloha, Council Members, and I want to thank you for giving all of us the
opportunity to come in here and speaking to you. My name is Frank Sylva. Iborn and
raised here in Lahaina, and I'm very fortunate both of my parents in the 90’s and still
living. My dad was born in Lahaina. My mom in Olowalu. And I'm retired after 33
years working for the postal service. When I first started, we had one carrier. And when
I retired we had a total of 12 carriers, rural and city carriers. So I’ve seen the growth in
Lahaina. I know what it’s like.

When 1 graduated from Lahainaluna High School in 1961, there was no hotels or
condominiums in Kaanapali to Kapalua, so I’ve seen the growth. Iwas very fortunate. I
experienced the growth. A lot of ‘em was good changes for Lahaina; some of ‘em I
disagree. Now I’'m retired I think I can serve the, my community. As I go participate in
my golf club, we talk about the growth of Lahaina, the progress, the good, the bad, things
of that nature, and people that’s against it or for it. All I'm saying is if you don’t vote,
don’t argue, don’t talk. So I’m here. Since I retired I can render my service and hope 1
can be, give back to my community.

I have three kids. One of ‘em, my oldest boy is in Oregon. Moved there about ten years.
He tried to make it here in Lahaina, but ten years ago was rough. No affordable homes.
Things was expensive. Pioneer Mill was still going. Not much land was available. So,
unfortunately, he moved. My second, my daughter is in Honolulu. My 33-year old
daughter who I call “Baby” still here. She is still here in Lahaina and with two
grandkids, and as I look at them grow up I say to myself, I hope some day they don’t
have to move out from Lahaina or from Hawaii to Las Vegas or where everybody picking
their second choice because of the housing opportunity and things of that nature.

One of my concern is housing. I think for people of Lahaina, of Maui, when we drive to
Wailuku, I think we get the nicest drive, Lahaina to Maalaca. We had the, watching,
looking at the ocean, looking at the whales. No high-rise blocking our view. So that’s
the concern I have about where our new highways, the location. Ihope they don’t locate
it high up from the ocean where we are now so as we drive to Wailuku maybe we can
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have the ocean view again. So I have some concerns in that nature--housing,
infrastructure, and our highways location. That’s about it.

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you. Any questions for Frank? Ms. Anderson.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Frank, thank you very much for coming. I know that
you’ve come to a lot of the meetings that we’ve had on the West Side for various
different things, and, as a matter of fact, you and I met in the parking lot outside of
Lahaina one night and--

MR. SYLVA: That’s correct.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: --you told me about your concern about having housing
that’s affordable for your children to stay here on Maui.

MR. SYLVA: Uh-huh.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Do you feel that if you were on this Committee that you
could play an important role in convincing other people within the Committee to focus,
make it a priority that affordable housing be part of our General Plan?

MR. SYLVA: Yes. I feel strongly about affordable housing because I seen lot of my, well, one
of my son left. Lot of my friends my age, they lost their son or daughter to Las Vegas,
California, Oregon, different places. So that’d be kind of high on my priority list that we
can have affordable housing so we can keep our families home. So that is one area.

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you. Any other questions? If not, thank you very much, Frank.

MR. SYLVA: Thank you.

CHAIR TAVARES: All right, is there anyone who might have come in a little bit after we
started that is an applicant that has not spoken yet? Okay, is there anyone out there who
would wish to testify in support of any of the applicants? I don’t know if we have

anybody signed up. Do we have anyone signed up? Oh, what happened to Auntie Patti?
Okay. She told me walking in she was going to testify so make sure she gets in here.

...BEGIN PUBLIC TESTIMONY. ..
MS. NISHIYAMA: Aloha kakou.
CHAIR TAVARES: Aloha.

MS. NISHIYAMA: My name is Patricia Nishiyama, aka Auntie Patti Nishiyama, born and
raised in Lahaina. Irepresent Na Kupuna O Maui. Na Kupuna O Maui recommends that
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the Council appoint Hinano Rodrigues, Rodrigues to serve on the GPAC as a
representative and kakoo for Na Kupuna O Maui.

His education, background, and family history make him a perfect candidate for this post.
A true kupa o kaaina of West Maui. Hinano has invested interest in what happens to our
community. He doesn’t have any hidden agendas or financial interests. His participation
is purely spiritual and cultural. Born on Maui as a young man, Hinano attended the
University of Hawaii at Manoa and graduated with a degree in Hawaiian Studies in 1975.
While at the University, he taught Hawaiian at Punahou High School and at Farrington
adult education. He taught . . . after graduating with a degree in Hawaiian Studies, he
returned to the island of Maui and taught the first Hawaiian language class at Maui
Community College. He was the first kumu to teach the Hawaiian language on Maui.
He also taught Hawaiian culture and literature.

In 1985, Hinano moved to the mainland to further his education attending the University
of California, Hastings College of Law. Prior to attending law school, he worked as a
staff researcher for the Federal State Task Force on Hawaiian Homes Commission Act,
and as the Education Coordinator for Iolani Palace. Although Hinano earned his law
degree, he has no interest in participating law on Maui. He attended law school to obtain
legal knowledge. Na Kupuna O Maui recommended Hinano to be the kupunas’ kakoo.

Hinano served on the Maui Historic Commission from 1972 to 1976 as a Member, Vice
Chairman, then Chairman during his last year on the panel. He also served on the, on the
Citizens’ Committee for the Lahaina Community Plan in 1970. Na Kupuna O Maui
considers Hinano to be an excellent choice to serve on the GPAC. His identity as native
Hawaiian, educational experience, and legal knowledge can only contribute and to add to
the diversity of the community. Mahalo for listening to Na Kupuna O Maui’s
recommendation and God bless you and have a good evening.

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you, Auntie Patti.
MS. NISHIYAMA: Mabhalo.

CHAIR TAVARES: Any questions for Auntie Patti? Can you come and sign our little
autograph book over here.

MS. NISHIYAMA: Yeah.

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you. Is there anyone else who wishes to offer some testimony?
Okay, speak first. You can speak first, sign later. Thank you, Ke eaumoku.

MR. KAPU: Aloha kakou. Ke'eaumoku . .. (Spoke in Hawaiian language) . . .
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My name is Ke'eaumoku Kapu. I’'m from Kauaula Valley in Lahaina. I just like to,
mahalo everyone here for participating. Also, mahalo the Council for taking the time out
and coming down to the West Side.

I just want to share some insight pertaining to being involved in voluntary commissions
because I think it’s, it takes a lot away from family time, and I just hope that everybody is
basically up for the challenge based upon trying to provide something that will benefit
our future generations for hopefully the next 200 years instead of just ten years.

Like for myself, boy, do I know about voluntary commissions. Currently on the Cultural
Resources Commission for the County of Maui--I’'m here representing myself but
tonight. I also sit on the State Burial Council as a volunteer commissioner. Also are in
part of two non-profit organizations--Hui O Waa Kaulua--I’m the President--and HOEA,
Hawaiian Outreach Economic Association, currently working with Kaipo Kekona on the
fishpond restoration in Kihei.

What I liked about tonight is you feel a lot of the inside, the puuwai of the, a lot of the
people that have come to testify or to share their thoughts as pertaining to the betterment
of our future tomorrow. But one thing that basically comes to mind is, do we have
enough time to create something that’ll be beneficial for tomorrow? Is it too late? So my
hat goes off to everybody who basically come to share their manao as pertaining to how
they can help benefit our future.

I’d like to also support Na Kupuna O Maui’s selection based upon Hinano Rodrigues.
Also, you know, the inquisitive minded people that come here that really, our visitors that
come here that really come out and share their insight based upon the place that they’ve
been and now they’ve become a part of our life and see the drastic changes based upon
not wanting this dear island of Maui become a place for where they left. And my hat
goes off to Vicki McCarty.

Young inquisitive minded people, people that traveled throughout the South Pacific
trying to figure out based upon the trials and tribulations that happened on the outside.
That’s the kind of people I like to listen to because they go to places, widespread ethnic
cultures, the degradation of a culture. A lot of changes in our society that they inflict
themselves upon like how Mr. Don Atay also shared today. I take those words in
consideration because, you know, I’'m one that basically has to sit there amongst the
panel and just listen to public testimonies that come in based upon what their concerns
are, and we make a decision based upon recommendations.

This Commission has a large responsibility for our future generations, and I hope that
because of that, that their minds will not be tarnished by outside compromises pertaining
to small developments but big future developments later on in the future. We always
look at the open spaces as pertaining to what can be created over there. Yeah. We’re not
looking at pertaining to the big picture, and the big pictures, you know, I say it a lot of
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times--kawa mamua, kawa mahope. That’s sort of like a curse to us today that the future
is in the past.

There was one system that basically worked for all of us, and I see it working in Molokai.
I see it working in Kauai. And it’s called the ahupuaa. The kinolau, the hiapo, the keiki
o ka aina, they understand those concepts, and the people that come here from afar that
also understand those concepts as well take it in stride as pertaining to trying to help us
with that concept of an ahupuaa. We need kamaaina. We need people that understand
the geological sense of this island. We need the historical nobility of this place to rise up
and also share things on a topographical view as well that goes with a lot of our
kumulipo, our chants of yesterday.

Those kind of insight, that manao that I hear tonight when people share why they want to
be involved, there’s only a few of ‘em. I named possibly three, maybe four possibilities
that you should also take into consideration, because I feel them. My wawae that is
connected to the ground also tells me that these people share from their naau, from their
puuwai, from their heart. So--

CHAIR TAVARES: Ke eaumoku.

MR. KAPU: --without further ado, mahalo no kakou.

CHAIR TAVARES: Could you run through the four, the four people again that you want--

MR. KAPU: Yeah, well--

CHAIR TAVARES: --or you were supporting?

MR. KAPU: --for one, Kaipo Kekona is young. Like you said, he was 23 years old. Yeah. But
he shared a lot about, you know, he’s basically going to the places of the youth and those
things are changing. He tries, he shares as pertaining to he’s going to have kids one day,
and he wants his kids to experience the same.

Vicki McCarty, she’s a visitor here. She admitted it. She admitted the fact that we do
have problems here and that’s what I’ve, that’s what I got from her just by listening to

myself. That the passion that they have inside, that she has inside is to try to make sure
that they can better our society as well.

Hinano, a kamaaina . . . (spoke in Hawaiian language) . . . The time of nobility was
yesterday, but we still honor those people today. Hinano. Mahalo no. This is probably

the second time I met bruddah.

CHAIR TAVARES: Okay, was Don Atay the other one?

-32-



PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

October 25, 2005

MR. KAPU: And also Don Atay because he shared about the different places that he went to in
New Zealand and Europe and all that, and by first-hand experience, who would you
rather listen to, somebody who read a book about the Eiffel Tile [sic] the Tower or
somebody who basically been to the Eiffel Tower? Yeah. There’s, you know, many
places that we go. We went to one symposium in Oahu talking about indigenous laws at
the Richardson School for Law. One thing I got from that little symposium was in order
to make changes in our society, more of our kamaainas, more of our people have to get
involved in these processes. Maybe that’s the reason why I kind of strung up on this side
as well as on that side, but I glad that I get my family to support me. They always here
with me. They always here. We always here for support each other. And I just wish
them, everyone here the very best of luck. Mahalo no.

CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah, mahalo. Thank you, Ke'eaumoku. Any questions for the testifier?
All right, thank you for sharing with us. Anyone else? Okay, seeing . . . oh, somebody
charging up here. Okay, come ahead. Ke'eaumoku, can you come sign the paper?

MR. MCCARTY: Aloha and good evening. Richard McCarty is my name. Excuse me. And I
am a fading member of the--now I have to make sure I get this right--Hawaiian Islands
Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council. And we sit around and
we talk about what good things we can do for whales. And I think you all remember
back when the humpback whale population was receding. We all got stirred up and said,
oh, let’s figure out what to do. But the thing I noticed tonight and thought about is the
whale never swims up to the table and says this is what I need. We look at everything
through our human projections to say, we know what the whale needs. The whales’
analysis is very, very simple I’'m guessing. Don’t mess up my ocean and I’ll be fine. But
we have a golden opportunity on this Committee to have the whales, so to speak, swim
up to the table, the Hawaiians and say, this is what Hawaii is all about. This is what we
need. This is what this island needs.

So I think it’s very important that in picking the people that will sit on this Committee
that we make sure that the Hawaiian voice is heard . . . (CHANGE TAPE) . . . with the
respect to things that we don’t understand, such as the things in the ocean that only the
whale can tell us about. And they will let us know if it’s appropriate about the depths of
the problems, the depths of what needs to happen to make sure that Hawaii and Maui
stays Maui. And we have a golden opportunity to hear from the whales. So let’s make
sure we do that. Thank you.

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you. Any questions for the testifier? Richard, could you come and
sign in, register. Thank you. Anyone else? I see you going jan ken po back there about
who comes up next. Okay.

MS. KAPU: Iwon.

CHAIR TAVARES: You won, okay.
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MS. KAPU: Aloha kakou. My name is Uilani Kapu, and I agree with my husband on every one
that he has testified before you. But I just wanted to say one thing, to whoever gets in by
your Committee here, I just want you folks to view this baby that I'm holding in my
hand. Because you folks will be deciding their future, and these are the ones that we
really have to think about is our future coming forward. Mahalo.

CHAIR TAVARES: Mahalo. Can you come register for us too? Next.
MR. WRIGHT: Aloha. .. (spoke in Hawaiian language) . . .

I’'m a descendent of this . . . (inaudible) . . . 1also grew up with Brother Kaipo, and, yes,
we are young and by his efforts of coming here tonight in front of all you guys and, and
speaking, I think that shows a lot of responsibility as a young generation to come. And
growing up with him, I know he’s, whenever he has something to do, he does it
strongfully [sic], and I believe the young generation get action. Mahalo.

CHAIR TAVARES: Okay, thank you. Can you come and register for us, please? Okay, anyone
else? Okay, we got one more. Thank you.

MR. AMPONG: Aloha, my name is Foster Ampong from Lahaina. I’d like to address the
Committee that’s going to be making the selection. I heard most of the candidates that
came up and expressed their desires and their sincerity. So I have some biases so I’m not
going to make any recommendations. I’ll just be flat and honest with you. I’ve got, I
know who’s qualified, I know who should be there, and I know who I would choose.

But what I want to, what I want to communicate to the Committee is that whoever you
decide for these positions, please, I ask that you make the decision with objectivity, from
your conscience. I heard Councilman Kane or Kane, excuse me, asked one of the
applicants basically if--and correct me, I’'m just paraphrasing here--if he felt that being
from the land for 1,500 years, you know, gave him or made him feel somewhat biased or
with someone that didn’t live here like for 5 or 10 years. 1 guess what I’m trying to say,
and I’m trying to find the right words as I try to process this through is that the people
that will be serving on this Committee will be making decisions and will be looking at
issues that will impact everyone in the Maui County, regardless of, you know, how long
you lived here, what ethnicity or culture you come from.

But what I feel is very important is that we don’t forget the Hawaiians. Too, for too long,
for too many years, we, we, as a society, and I’'m taking this from past experiences and
the history that I do research on, we promote and we put out to the world that Maui, you
know, is the best resort destination--the Hawaiian culture, the aloha spirit, et cetera, et
cetera, et cetera. But what do we really do for the real people, the real Hawaiians. And
I’'m not saying that, you know, we have to just focus on the Hawaiians and we neglect
everybody else. No. What I’m saying is that we need to not forget the Hawaiian people.
We need not forget the culture, and especially the people that believe in the spirituality of
the culture.
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You’ve got good candidates that are very objective, very balanced. And they will serve
everyone in the community. And, quite frankly, I heard some of the other, you know,
nominees, no. You know, and I say this with all due respect. Some have articulated that
they understand the culture, they’re sensitive, et cetera. But they don’t, they don’t have it
here in the puuwai. So to the Committee that’s going to decide on who these candidates
are, please, you know, nominate or, excuse me, choose the ones that will serve the entire
committee, I mean the entire community. But also keep in mind that these people need to
be very sensitive to the Hawaiians.

Okay, thank you.
CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you, Foster. Could you come and register for us, please?
MR. DIZON: Aloha kakou.
CHAIR TAVARES: Aloha.

MR. DIZON: My name is Albert Napahi Dizon. I stand here in recognition to my wife because
we’re raising our second family now. I have one boy who is a sophomore, one is in
eighth grade, Lahaina Intermediate. Ihave a four-year old that just started at MEO, little
princess, and I have a one and a half-year-old kaloke, which I just adopted. So as I look
at you and the names that you choose, all these children one day will be living on the
West Side. I am from the West Side; I was born in Puukolii. I’'m a kapule ohana, and
I’'m very all for West Maui’s development. And I know going be hard for choose, but
with your ability and one day my children will have, will have a fee-simple home. So I
stand here and applaud you because you the one gotta choose the people to be in this
Committee. Mahalo. Thank you.

CHAIR TAVARES: Mahalo. Any questions for Albert? Okay, is that it? I need the auctioneer
over here to say going once, going twice, sold. I want to thank everyone who’s come out
here this evening and--

...END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Chair.

CHAIR TAVARES: --especially the applicant. Oh, I’'m sorry. Michelle.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: You know, I really don’t have a question, but I was hoping
that maybe you would explain to people how many that we choose, and then the next

process that the Mayor chooses the rest.

CHAIR TAVARES: Uh, yeah. We, we select from the list and from West Maui, the Council
will appoint three. The Mayor, after we’re done appointing, then the Mayor is going to
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appoint the balance to the Committee, six total for all of Maui island. So that’s the
process. The Mayor has asked us to give him the applications and the resumes of the
folks that we don’t choose, and so that he can look over that list also to help him with his
selections. Okay. All right, thank you.

And it’s really, really hard because we, you know, we have so many great applicants, and
it’s like, you know, West Maui’s three, you know. Some other places two. And some
places four, and it’s real, real, real difficult, and it’s a challenge for us and huge
responsibility. And I think this Committee understands how important it is for us to have
a Committee that can represent balance and represent where people want to go in the
future. And, you know, the Planning process is not for ten years out. It’s more for 30 or
50 years out. So this is a very important part of our process, and I really want to thank
you all for being here, those of you that applied. Especially, thank you for coming
forward to volunteer. I think that only makes, you know, Maui more beautiful. It’s the
people. It’s you folks, you know. The dancers.

Any closing remarks from any of the Members or any announcements? No. Okay, let us
have our West Maui person here.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I just want to thank each one of you for coming and offering
your services because it’s sometimes a difficult task. Sometimes you’re asked to do
things that are not a whole lot of fun, and you do it without any compensation, which is
even more selfless. So I applaud you and whether we agree or disagree, it doesn’t matter
because we will all give our opinions or we will all give our manao so that the people
from this community will be selected. You may not agree with our choice. It’s not just
my choice. It’s the choice of every one of us, and we’re basing a lot of our comments
and a lot of our choices based on the comments that were made this evening. But also
based on certain skill sets, on certain amounts of knowledge so that the whole, you know,
the entire General Plan Advisory Committee will have balance. And that’s the one thing
that I hope that we can achieve and I just thank you so much for trying and for giving up
time from your families because I don’t see a lot of the kids here tonight. But I know a
lot of you have them, and I really thank you, and I thank them for sharing you with us.
Mabhalo.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS.
ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion. (Excused: GRH, MJM, and JP)

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you. Okay, any other announcements? If not, this meeting is
adjourned . . .(gavel). . .

ADJOURN: 8:20 p.m.
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